Access to hospital services in rural Minnesota.
A Minnesota Department of Health study on the financial condition of Minnesota's small, rural hospitals found that at least 12 hospitals were in precarious financial condition at the start of 1989, and many other hospitals were financially vulnerable. One-third or more of Minnesota's hospitals with fewer than 50 beds had negative net income in each year from 1984 to 1987. Using a standard of 30 minutes' maximum travel time for adequate access, the study revealed that about 19,000 Minnesotans in 14 counties currently have inadequate access to hospital services. Closing rural hospitals could leave additional Minnesotans without adequate access to hospital services. Given the financial condition of Minnesota's small, rural hospitals and the importance of maintaining access to hospital services in rural communities, the state may need to provide limited hospital subsidies to ensure access in geographically isolated areas.